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Aibano Training Area, Japan -- Hundreds of US and Japa-
nese Soldiers took to the wood lines here in a simulated| |ber 16-18, Soldiers put into play many of the combat skills
combat field training exercise. Moving simultaneously
and parallel with one goal in mind —

defeat a common enemy.

Soldiers from the New York Army Na-
tional Guard’s 1st Battalion 69th Infan-
try Regiment identified enemy fighting
positions and collected information on
the makeup and strength of the fictional
enemy. This was used to assist both the
US Army and the Japan Ground Self-
Defense Force (JGSDF) soldiers set up
hasty defense positions and attack and
defeat enemy forces. Ground and
mounted soldiers from both forces
crossed steep elevations and rivers, con-
cealing their movements as they denied
the enemy the capability to conduct
counter attacks on friendly forces.

The ultimate goal was to advance the 7th Regiment,

During the field exercise, which took place from Octo-

and techniques they demonstrated to one another over the

well,” Wiercinski said.

Throughout the week-long exercise designed to promote

past week, while participating in Orient
Shield 10, October 10-17, 2009.

“Orient shield is an exercise we run
every year with the Japanese in a bilat-
eral environment to really strengthen
the relationship between the US Army
and JGSDF,” said Major General Fran-
cis J. Wiercinski, US Army Japan/l
Corps (Forward) Commanding Gen-
eral, Camp Zama, Japan.

“The 1-69th Soldiers have been train-
ing side by side with their Japanese
counterparts and sharing their knowl-
edge; not only what they’ve learned in
combat, but their Soldiers skills as

JGSDF, to their appointed objective and secure it. Mission| |regimental and battalion level command training opportu-
Accomplished! (Continued on page 5)




PAGE 2

THE ORION GALLIVANTER

THE ORION
GALLIVANTER

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF
THE 27TH DIVISION ASSOCIATION, INC.
The Orion Gallivanter is published Quarterly
by the 27th Div. Assoc., P.O. Box 2522, Syracuse, NY 13220-2522.
Subscription rates included in annual dues of $15.00 per year.
PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID. PERMIT No. 994
SYRACUSE, NY
All communications pertaining to the Gallivanter, membership dues

and contributions should be sent to 27th Division Association,
Attn: Sec/Editor, P.O. Box 2522, Syracuse, NY 13220-2522

VOL. XLVII December 2009

HONORARY COMMANDERS
Sgt. Arthur ). Coakley

OFFICERS 2009-2010

Commander Paul E. Hujer

63 Argonne Drive, Kenmore, NY 14217
| st Vice-Commander Eric Killoran,

UNK
2nd Vice-Commander Gary S. Yaple

7576 Poplar Field Circle, Baldwinsville, NY 13027

3rd Vice-Commander Gary S. Yaple

NO. 112

Sgt.-At-Arms Joseph Nader
125 Elliott Ave., Yonkers, NY 10705
Historian; Geoffrey Milligan
geoffrey.milligan@us.army.mil
Judge Advocate; Hon. Bruce Fein
1904 Preble Road, Preble, NY 13141-9738
Surgeon; Vacant

Gallivanter Editor; Robert F. Romano
633 N. Caswell Rd. Freeville, NY 13068
Treasurer: Jared Kausner
UNK
Chaplain: Robert Fox
528 Farley Ave, Scotch Plains, NJ 08724
Assistant Chaplain: Robert Wartonick
3412 Lynwood Place, Vestal, NY 13850
Quartermaster: Rollin Skellington
6900 Thompson Road, Syracuse, NY 13211
Secretary: Paul Hujer
27th Division Association
P.O. Box 2522, Syracuse, NY 13220-2522
Email: Paul. Hujer@us.army.mil

Sr. Past National Commander: Harold Jones IV
255 Strathmill Rd., Binghamton, NY 13904
Sr. Past National Commander: Gregory Gallup
R.D. #3, Song Lake Rd.,, Tully, NY 13159
Jr. Past National Commander: Michael Leonardo
318 Walberta Rd,, Syracuse, NY 13219
Jr. Past National Commander: David Evangelista
244 Shaver Avenue, North Syracuse, NY 13212

DIRECTORS
4 Ralph Marotta Amsterdam, NY
4 Louis Noto Amsterdam, NY
I Robert Wartonick Vestal, NY
I Stanley Gardner Johnson City, NY

16 Frank Knapik Gloversville, NY
27 Robert Rokjer Preble, NY

27 Gary Yaple Baldwinsville, NY
52 Robert E. Fox Jr. Scotch Plains, NJ
56 Dominick Delucia Cold Brook, NY
105 Tiny Jackson Schenectady, NY
108 Robert Stabb Oneida, NY

108 Benjamin Tupper Syracuse, NY

AL Thomas Acquilla Mechanicsburg, PA
AL Thomas Gibson Utica, NY

AL Edward Sourbeck Yonkers, NY

AL Gilbert Kosiba Amsterdam, NY

Commander’s Message

Greetings!

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to the members of the Asso-
ciation who have not met me. I have been in the military for over twenty years and in
the Association since 2004. I was sworn in as 3™ Vice Commander by past National
Commander Michael Leonardo at the 2004 Annual reunion and since that time, I have
gotten to know many of the New York members through our Reunion and winter
Board meetings. Some of you may remember me from when I served as the acting
Secretary, following Roberta’s deployment to Iraq in 2007. At that time, the 27" Bri-
gade was itself preparing to deploy to Afghanistan. I greatly enjoy my part in the As-
sociation and I relish this chance to help rejuvenate the membership and member ser-
vices.

To that end, I would like to state some of my goals as the National Commander for
2010. #1 is to get all National Board functions back on track after a very hectic pre-
and post-deployment schedule. The past ten years or so have seen the majority of
Board members come from the ranks of the 27" Brigade. While it is certainly nice to
see an interest taken in the Association by the Brigade members our operational tempo
has played havoc with the running of the Association. Ray Swift ended up serving as
National Commander for three years because of our deployment! At our reunion in
September we had a very productive Board meeting with good attendance. At that
meeting we ended with the following stated goals: Expanded effort on the Gallivanter;
improve the Quartermaster store; get Life member cards out in a timely manner; and
get a website up and running. If we can get all this done this year, we can set the foun-
dation for a smoother running board in the years to come.

I would like to make some comments on the Gallivanter so everyone knows that the
Board considers it the flagship of the Association. As the single thing that each mem-
ber receives four times a year, sometimes it is the only thing that reminds a member
that we are still alive and well. Rob Romano has done a great job trying to keep the
quality of content up to snuff. We have recently had to deal with some problems in
the mailing out of the Gallivanter after press time. We hope to have this addressed by
the time of this issue. We are also looking to get greater unit participation for articles
and photos. Our new Historian Geoff Milligan will be working on a Historian corner
to help refresh some of our memories of the events and actions of the 27™. So, I would
ask that if you have anything you would like to see in the Gallivanter, please write to
Rob and let him know.

Finally, my #2 goal is to have the 2010 reunion in Buffalo, NY. In doing some re-
search, I have found that there hasn’t been an Asso-
ciation function here since the early 1970’s. I am
trying to “share the wealth” and get the western part
of the state involved in the Association. We don’t
have an active post here in Western New York and I
think a Reunion would be a great way to get former
members re-involved. I will be presenting my sales
pitch to the Board at the Winter Board meeting, so
keep your eyes peeled for more news in my column
in the next Gallivanter.

Here’s to a great holiday season, a great new year,
and seeing many of you at the Reunion!

Paul Hujer
National Commander
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Editor’s Corner |

Fellow Orion Veterans,

It’s rather hard to believe, but it will soon be a year since the
27th has returned from our deployment to Afghanistan. I know
the year for me has flown by as I’ve gotten back into the daily
routine of life. Of course, as we get settled in, there’s the
thought that at some point in the future the 27th is expected to
deploy again. As we did during the previous “ramp up”, the
Gallivanter will keep you informed of our progress and give
you insight into what we’ll expect when we head overseas.

In this issue Geoff Milligan continues his history page and from
talks I’ve had with him, he has an endless supply of memora-
bilia to share with all of us. Its great to know that someone is as
energetic and involved with preserving the Division’s history as
he is and I’m sure you’ll appreciate his efforts in the future.

Mailing Addresses:

27th DIV ASSOCIATION Speaking of history, this issue also details the 1-69th IN training

LA DR mission to Japan. Its been 63 years since the Stars Of Orion

* Unit & Personal Remembrances § | yere on Japanese soil—this time as partners in defense instead
* 80 Plus Club to the Editor

* Historical stories of adversaries.
* Reunion Notices
* Mailbag items September saw the changing of the Association Officers, most
"Taps notably Paul Hujer as the new commander. I’ve known and
* New Membership application . .
« Membership Dues—$15.00 worked with Paul for many years most recently serving together
* Memorial Fund Donations in the same section during the Afghanistan deployment. He’s
* Gallivanter Donations hard working, enthusiastic and dedicated to the 27th DIV Asso-

(The PO;tCO};;ﬁe dzi:iirftsjﬂ us you ciation and will certainly put every ounce of effort he can into

have changed address, you must let | | helping to improve and grow the organization. Additionally, an-
us know.) other new officer who is a bit of a newcomer to the Association
. . is the new Treasurer, Jared Kausner. He’s an energetic young
Mail to this address: . . .
27th Division Association man who symbolizes the new growth that we continue to strive

Attn: Secretary for to keep our organization vibrant and growing.

Paul Hujer

P.O. Box 2522 : : : : )
Syracuse, NY 13220-2522 Lastly, continue to send in your Mailbag items and any stories

Email: or pieces of history to help fill up the Gallivanter!
Lana.Romano@us.army.mil

Sincerely,

Make checks payable to: Your Editor
The 27th Division Association, Inc.

Robert Romano
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Veterans Day Message from the
27th BDE Commander

Through time, from generation to generation men and women have left their homes to become Soldiers.

Though countless millions have done so over the centuries, the act of becoming a Soldier, particularly in
time of war, is a bewildering thing to many of our countrymen.

Soldiering is potential sacrifice. In our culture of self gratification and “me-centric” behavior few see Ser-
vice — especially risky service — as making much sense.

You have — by the act of your Service — set yourself apart from the majority. In a country of nearly 350
million you stand proudly and bravely in an Army — active, Guard, and Reserve — of only 1,067,000 peo-
ple.

This equates to roughly 1/3™ of 1 % of the American population. 1/3™ of 1%.—You are a small band.

Why then does America honor you? I suspect it is because of your long legacy of selfless sacrifice. It must
also be because you step forward when they do not.

In time of war America sees, on TV and in the movies, the price our Army quietly and even humbly pays.

America is amazed, proud, saddened, helpless, and even angry because they see that you are doing what
they have chosen not to do and paying a price for their freedom.

Yes, you are unique and worth paying homage to. As an Army you are all that stands between America
and the hurt many around the world would wish to inflict on our people.

America knows it.

You are worth honoring because you do go to places no one else will go to — no matter how dedicated they
are to peace and helping others — and help the helpless.

America knows it.

Unlike Memorial Day, when we pay our respects to our fallen, today, Veteran’s Day, is a day to pay re-
spect to you — the living.

So my dear friends - if no one else today says thank you to you for your months,
years, and even decades of service permit me to do so now. Thank you. God bless.

Geoffrey J. Slack
Colonel

27" IBCT
Commanding




December 2009

THE ORION GALLIVANTER PAGE 5

(Continued from page 1)

nities, combat readiness and tactical level training, US
and JGSDF soldiers exchanged combat skills and tech-
niques.

Demonstrating how they conduct military maneuvers in

urban terrain operations, air assault missions, squad
movement and reconnais-
sance techniques. Of par-
ticular interest to Japan
forces was learning to en-
gage targets while moving ||
in a confined area and re-
acting quickly to unstable
targets.

“The command and con-
trol abilities of the 69th
Regiment Commander,
staff activities and basic
action of each soldiers, are
very helpful for us,” said : -
Col. Hiroyuki Hata, 7th Infantry Regiment Commander.

“They’ve also learned about Japanese leadership skills
and techniques, tactics and procedures... and that’s
what this whole thing’s about,” Wiercinski added.

Village, NY.

“Their mission performance was executed on point
with successful use of their equipment. Everything we
saw convinces me I’d fight alongside them any day,”
Madera added.

Sgt. Masahiro Jyoko, Co.
5 Rifle Platoon Squad
Leader, gained a great deal
of information from the
combined training oppor-
tunity. “The 69th infantry
regiment fight effectively
and have experience from
combat. I am very happy
8| to teach this important
skills to my subordinates,”
said Jyoko.

“We should train more
and we must reflect on

what we have studied from US and also hope this exer-

cise has the honor of good relationship between US and
Japan. The friendship and trust built between 1st Bn.
69th Regiment and the 7th Infantry Regiment is for-
ever,” Hata said.

“This training is a way
to build up connections
between the US and
Japan Ground Self-
defense Force. It is most
important in case we
must conduct combined
operations under each
chain of command,”
said Lt. General Ma-
moru Fujisaki, Com-
manding General for the
3rd Division, JGSDF, ||
Camp Senzo, Japan. [

“It’s an honor to have
the 69th here. They
have a great history, a
magnificent combat
record and they come
here with an attitude of
learning and an attitude
of teaching and that’s
exactly what we need,”
|| Wiercinski said.

| “My hat goes off to
them for doing such a
{[ superb job out here, for

“This field training ex-
ercise is remarkable, which has a direct bearing on in-
teroperability.”

For many of these Soldiers it was their first opportunity
to train with soldiers from a different culture with to-
tally different weapons systems.

“This has been a great opportunity to assess how they
perform their missions and possibly utilize some of their
practices,” said Staff Sgt. Johnny Madera, a Squad
Leader with Bravo Company, 1-69 Inf. from Queens

extending US and
Japanese relations, and really being great ambassadors
for the United States of America,” Wiercinski said.

“This has been an outstanding experience for our Sol-
diers, not only in the context of our own training, but
the opportunity to share our experiences with our Japa-
nese counterparts and learn from them,” said Lt. Col.
John Andonie, Commander, 1st Bn. 69th Infantry Regi-
ment, New York Army National Guard.
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THE SHUTTERBUG PAGE

NY National Guard Soldiers from the 27th Infantry

Brigade Combat Team march in the annual Syracuse A military forces honor guard stands next to a
Veteran's Parade, Saturday, Nov. 7. Elements from the portrait of New York Army National Guard Sgt.
NewYork Air National Guard's 174th Fighter Wing Deon Taylor, killed in Afghanistan while serving
also marched, and F-16C fighters conducted a flyover as part of Combined Joint Task Force Phoenix.
during the parade. The annual parade drew large His hometown street in the Bronx was renamed as
crowds and local dignitaries in an early observance of Police Officer Deon Taylor Way on October 29 in
Veteran's Day, Nov. 11. honor of his service as an NYPD officer and Citi-

zen Soldier.
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- History

Corner -

A look at documents, memorabilia and collections that help tell the story of the 27th Division

27" Division Purple Hearts

Although it is difficult to account for exact
numbers, the New York State Division of Military
and Naval Affairs (DMNA) states that there were
6,492 reported 27" Infantry Division
KIA/WIA’s during WWI, and 8,209
KIA/WIA’s during WWIL. Were all
14,701 of these Soldiers or their next
of kin presented with a Purple Heart
Medal? It’s impossible to say. But
thousands were. While for the most
part WWII Soldiers were awarded
their Purple Heart Medals right away,
WWI Soldiers did not- because the
medal did not exist during WWI. It
wasn’t until 1932 that the medal was
authorized in its current form. WWI Soldiers had to
request a medal from the government, proving eligi-
bility by providing their wound chevron documenta-
tion. Once the government was satisfied a Soldier
met the criteria for award, a medal was engraved
with the Soldier’s name and sent to the Soldier. Dur-
ing WWIIL, so many Purple Heart medals were
awarded that it became very diffi-
cult to engrave each one. Some
Soldiers received engraved medals,
some blank. Oftentimes, Soldiers
would have the medals engraved
upon returning home from theater.
A great variety of engraving styles
resulted as each private engraver
would mark the medal in a some-
what different fashion. While the
official engraving by the government only included
the Soldier’s name, Soldiers would often elect to
have additional information engraved on the medal,
including rank, service dates, serial number, battles
or unit.

ANL R
MERIT
ROBERTM.SMITH

Picture 2

Pictured examples:

Picture 1. We see a WWI wound chevron
and a Purple Heart from the uniform of Pvt. John H.
Stett, Co. I, 107" Infantry Regiment.
Pvt. Stett was injured in the trenches
by a German gas attack shortly before
Armistice. His Purple Heart medal
was not issued to him by the govern-
ment, but was probably obtained as a
replacement in the 1940’s. There is no
engraving on the reverse. (Milligan
Collection)

Picture 2. This engraved Purple Heart
is typical of a WWII veteran. It be-
longed to MAJ Robert M. Smith of the 106" Infantry
Regiment. The engraving is clear and distinct, and
beautifully done. (27" Division Association Ar-
chives)

Picture 3. This is a beautiful example of a

private engraving. Thomas A. Cocheries served in
WWII with the 165™ Infantry in the Pacific and re-
membered his fellow “Fighting
69" Soldiers by having “MAKIN
11-20-43” and “SAIPAN 6-25-44”
engraved on his Purple Heart
Medal. He was also awarded the
Bronze Star Medal and the Combat
Infantryman’s Badge. (Private col-
lection- used with permission)
Few decorations in any service
carry the meaning of a Purple Heart.
To both fellow service members and civilians who
may never have heard of any other military award,
the Purple Heart Medal signifies the sacrifice that
service members have made for the United States for
generations.

Picture 3

I have begun the huge project of cataloging and digitizing the 27™ Division Association Archive. The task is daunting, considering
the huge amount of material there is from 1916 to the present day. But, at the same time, not enough material is there. For example,
the Archive has surprising gaps in the Gallivanter files. Photos and newspaper clippings during the Armor years are scarce. There
is hardly any material at all from the 1990’s 27" Brigade. If there is anyone who would like their 27" files to become part of the
Archive to help fill these gaps, please contact me at geoffrey.milligan@us.army.mil or write to me in care of the Gallivanter. All
items are welcome- slides, negatives, and copies are just fine!

Geoffrey Milligan, Historian
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