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Remembrances of Stephen Behil
By Bob Wartonick, Past Editor

what | could do to help he told me
he was going to Oxford NY in a
few days to take the materia he
had put together for the publisher
to print for the next Gallivanter
issue (Sept 1995) and could |1 go
along and he would give me the
details on what | would be doing. |
assumed he wanted me to deliver
and pick up the Gallivanter stuff
from the publisher in Oxford.
WRONG - on the way up he told
me | was the new editor, but fear
not he would help me get started
and | would learn a lot about the
Division and the war. When it was
time to put out the paper Steve a-
ways wanted to go to Oxford to
help proof read what the computer
girl had set to print. She was new
on the job, which required many
corrections and revisions. | realy
appreciated Steve's help.

We lost a great American and devoted
27th Divison Veteran with the pass-
ing of Stephen Behil on November
15th. Seve was the Editor of the
Gallivanter and Secretary Treasurer
for the Association for many years.
The following is a remembrance of
Seve written by his very good friend
Bob Wartonick...

| formaly met Steve Behil
when PNC Jack Gorman caled me
and said Steve Behil was carrying a
full load as Sec/Treas and Editor for
the 27th Association and could | help
him. As a former member of the 27th
Division (post WWII) | had been a
sort of absentee member of the Asso-
ciation, | belonged but did not actively
participate. | felt an obligation to help
Steve since he and my father and a lot
of other guys left for Alabamain 1940
for year of active duty training. In ad-
dition | had served in the Guard with During our many trips to-
Steve's younger brother, John, who i gether Steve told me many stories
was like a brother to me. Stephen Behil, 27th ID about his growing up on a farm in

When | called Steve to ask Served in WWI I 1940-1945 Michigan - the family going to
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Commander’s M essage

Greetings,

| hope all of you had as great a time at the Reunion as | did. Unfortunately,
Mike Leonardo and | were only able to attend for the afternoon and evening festivities
due to our current military commitments. The Reunions are important to all of us as it
provides an opportunity to reminisce with old friends and share in the history of our
unit. We'll be encouraging more members to join the organization and share in the ca-
maraderie of the Reunions.

| want to let you al know that we will be having a Board of Directors meeting
on December 14™ at Hafner's in North Syracuse. As we had mentioned at the last
Board meeting, Gary Y aple and | have been discussing the option of Life Memberships
and we are ready with a proposal for consideration. We feel this will enhance our finan-
cia stability and provide an option to al members to pay once and not have to worry
about missed mailings or possible lapses in member status. We'll also be discussing
other fund-raising opportunities and community service possibilities for members.
We're looking at revitalizing our web page and getting it linked to the Division of Mili-
tary and Nava Affairs web page that New York State maintains as well. Finaly, we
will have a new Post Office Box at which to receive mail. Please feel free to send me
any suggestions you may have for the organization to this new address. Our Secretary
will have that information out to all very soon.

We have a lot of opportunities to consider and we look forward to a year of
innovation and growth for our organization.

Yoursin the 27",

David Evangdlista

REMINDER: || DEAD LINE:

2003 Dues are $10.00
At Large Members

ltemsfor the
M ar ch issue must be
received by
1 February 2002.

Please make checks

payableto: The 27th
Division Association,lnc.
Mail to Sec/Treas

Auxiliary Officers 2002-2003

National President..............ccovuiviiiiinen Mary Slattery
55 Desson Ave., Troy, NY 12180
Phone: 518-273-5205

Sr. Vice President.................... Dorothy (Dot) Diamond
15 San Antonia Crl., Monroe, NY 10950
Phone: 914-783-2291

Jr. Vice President.............coooieiieienns Louise Criscione
14 Wilton Ct., Clifton Park, NY 12065
Phone: 518-383-1373

Chaplain/Parliamentarian ................... Madeline DeLucia
R.R. Box 178, Coldbrook, NY 13324
Phone: 315-826-3583

Secretary/Treasurer.............cceeuvveeenens Esther Gardner
126 Sergeant St., Johnson City, NY 13790
Phone: 607-797-3493

HISTOrIaN ... ...veiie i) Tina Perry
13 Mountain View Ave, Gloversville, NY 12078
Phone: 518-725-1533

Sergeant-at-Arms..........coeeevieiinieiiinninnnn. Mary Cavallaro
1 Powers Rd., Binghamton, NY 13903
Phone: 607-724-8671
COlOr BEAIET ...ttt Jane Behil
3609 Alameda Lane, Endwell, NY 13760
Phone: 607-785-5159
COlOr BEAIEr ... .uiteeneiei i e Ann Marie Munka
288 Lake Front Drive, Akron, OH 44319
Phone: 330-644-0323
Trustee...........coeeeveeeeiieine e enneen . GENERVIEVE Laiacona
105 Bloomingrove Dr. #107, Troy, NY 12180
Phone: 518-286-2304
Trustee........cooeoeeiveieeiiiiie i ieeiee e eee oo RUth Wheeler
412 Whiteview Rd. Wynantskill, NY 12180
Phone: 518-283-0083
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Stephen Benhil

(Continued from page 1)

church in a horse and buggy, until his fa-
ther was able to buy a used model T Ford
for $300.00 cash. No easy payment plan
in those days. The farmhouse had no elec-
tricity or indoor plumbing, but the Behil
family were survivors. The Behil family
returned to the Binghamton area in 1932
when the drought ruined their crops and
they were forced to sell the farm

Steve joined the Guard as did
many young men to supplement
his weekly income ($5.00). He received
$1.00 a drill for 2 hours work, big money
in those days. The Guard money helped
him buy his first car, which his father fi-
nanced. He paid him back $1.00 a week
until it was paid off. How many kids
would do that today?

He had many war stories like: on
Saipan his forward observer team just left
their position and met the team that was
replacing them. He told his friend, Joe
Slavik, also from Binghamton that noth-
ing much was happening and he should
have an easy shift but keep aert. That
night, July 6, the Japs launched an all out
Banzai attack. His friend was killed. He
was lucky, he said, it could have been me.
Steve had been assigned as a truck driver,
however, on Saipan there was little need
for truck drivers. His Commander called
him in an announced you're now a for-
ward observer; get your gear you're going
up front. He had no training as a forward
observer, but he said in combat you learn
inahurry.

He told about the time he and his
buddy, Joe Nardo from Endicott, NY
were at a forward position when a sgquad
of marines approached and asked where
the front lines were. Steve replied you're
standing on it. "Yeah sure" replied the

young marine not expecting to find Army
that far forward. The Japs soon let the ma-
rines know they were indeed on the front
line. While on the front line promotions
happened very quickly; one time an offi-
cer came thru telling the guys "you're now
a Sgt, you're a corporal, and he pointed to
Steve "youre a Sgt". "Wait a minute
you're Artillery, | can't promote you".
That was a fast promotion and demotion
Steve told me with a grin, but that's how it
was. He could have had a battlefield com-
mission, but knew the life expectancy of a
2nd LT, Forward Observer.

Steve received the Bronze Star;
when the rest of his team had been
wounded he ran up to the forward position
that was under fire and continued to direct
artillery fire on the enemy.

He returned home in 1945 met
his wife, Jane, who lived in his neighbor
hood at a dance and eventualy joined
IBM from where he retired in 1983 to en-
joy his hobbies and travel extensively
with Jane. He attended many reunions,
both National and Unit.

When Arnold Gates, the Galli-
vanter editor, died in 1993 Steve traveled
to Garden City, NY to pick up Mr. Gates
collection of stories, members |etters, etc.
and then set up shop with a publisher in
Oxford to keep the Gallivanter alive.
Steve was Sec/Treas of the Association
from 1992 until Sept 1999 when a stroke
forced him to retire. He continued to serve
as Secretary of Post 11 until his passing.

He was the glue that held the Asso-
ciation together for many years. If | were
to choose a role model | give you one
guess.

- Bob Wartonick

Editor’s Message

The Reunion was a great successthisyear. We had a great turn-out, and fun

was had by all. The new officers were elected and sworn-in. See the inside cover for
all the changes. This issue will be my last as the Secretary—Editor. My employment
is taking up more of my time as each day passes. Roberta Comerford was voted in by
the Board of Directors to take over as the new Secretary Editor. The address for all
correspondence has also changed, so be sure that you update your address books.
Roberta is one of our officers in the 27th Brigade, commanding the Transportation
Company. Sheis a very hard-working and dedicated individual and | know she will
do a great job. | had a great time as the editor and | can’'t thank you enough for
teaching me through, first-hand accounts, about the history of our Division! Please
give Roberta the same wonderful support (and great stories) that you provided me.
Thanks

Yoursin the 27th...

Gary

Mailing Addresses:

27th DIV ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

» Unit & Personal Remembrances
* 80 Plus Club to the Editor
* Historical stories
» Reunion Notices
» Mailbag items
* Taps
» New Membership application
» Membership Dues-$10.00
» Memoria Fund Donations
 Gallivanter Donations
» Change of address
(The Post Office does not tell us you have changed
address, you must let us know)
Mail to new address:
27th Division Association
Attn: Secretary Editor
PO Box 2522
Syracuse, NY 13220-2522
Email lerenard35@aol.com

Make checks payable to:
The 27th Division Association, Inc.

ALL WOMEN”SAUX MEMBERS

» Membership Dues-$2.00
» Memoria Fund Donations
» General Fund Donations
Mail to:
Women's Auxiliary, 27th Div
Attn: ESTHER GARDNER
126 Sergeant Street
Johnson City, NY 13790-1922

Make checks payable to:
Women's Auxiliary,
27th Division Association, Inc.

NOTE: Please do not combine
Women’'s Auxiliary Itemswith
Division Association Items. Do-
ing so significantly increases the
timethat it takesfor the
Women’'s Auxiliary to receive the
money. Please be sureto send
checks, made out correctly to the
Women’s Auxiliary, directly to
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can resell the items at a price they set with no
reimbursement to the Association Contact Quartermaster
Gregory Gallup for Post rates.

Orders can be E-mailed to GOGMAJ@AOL .com
or mail to: Gregory Gallup, 7550 Song Lake Road, Tully,
N.Y. 13159. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.

All Items have Orion Emblem

Quartermaster Store

FROM THE QUARTERMASTER,
GREGORY 0. GALLUP

At present we have T-shirts, hats and coffee mugs.
Colors and sizes are limited, however we have a good
quantity of inventory. The goal of the QM Sisto provide

quality goods at reasonable prices, maintain quality control ITEM STORE PRICE
by being a one-stop shop for the Association paraphernalia, T-Shirt (white) $ 8.00
and to support the National Association and the Woman's (ng';' r|tred T ] $10.00
g . . , , . u A y

Au>§|I|ary. A percentage of the profit will go to the Sat e (ot o) $20.00
National, the Auxiliary and the Store. (white, gold, red, It. blue, royal)

As salesincrease, and the QM gets established, we | Golf shirt (with pocket) $20.00
are looking to stock a variety of items such as. glassware, (white, gold, red, It. blue, royal)
plates, coasters, jackets, windbreakers, coins, calendars, Hat . _ . $10.00
pens, magnets, envelopes, postcards, pins and cufflinks. (red, blue, white, white w/red bill,
be at |east 10 items to receive the discounted rate. The Post Coffee Mug $ 5.00

Shipping and handling is $3.00 for all items

BETTY LANE- She writes—My brother
was with the 27th Inf.Div, Co.C., 102
Med.Bn. His name ,John Marra, is now
deceased, and would like to find out any
info about his Bn. or if anyone knew him.
| loved my brother very much, and re-
membered that he served in Saipan, and
was in those islands for such a long time.
| also served in the ARMY and corre-
sponded with him, but did not find out
any thing about the ouitfit.

| receive al the organization
magazines, but never am able to read any-
thing about the 27th Inf. Any info will be

Mail Bag

LEWISC. HANSEN- | am writing to
you after reading the article in the June
2000 Gallivanter about Saipan. | enjoyed
reading the article very much but | have
something to add to it.

My name is Lewis C. Hansen
from Waupaca, Wisconsin and am glad to
see the correction on Saipan. | was in
105" Anti Tank Co. 4th platoon and was
on the left flank when we stopped the at-
tack. After the attack was ended a man
from Regimental Headquarters started to
go out on the mop up and was hit in the
groin. | volunteered to go out to help

appreciated. Thank you. him. When | got there and laid down by
Bettylane@aol.com him, | asked him if he was in pain and he
said it felt like he was filling his pants .
I__ "r.\ Then his Buddy ran up and laid down be-
80 PLUS [ "L - Jtween usbut he was ( the buddy ) killed
CL U B s ~ Jright away. As much as | can remember,
& i”h‘ after his buddy was killed | rolled over
Ti'ﬁo:]“? and waited a while ( | was in a place
First L ast TR \1\ where | was an open target ) and finally
Name Name f;"/— él s got up and went over to the left flank and
[
Joseph E.  Diamond D EAD L I N E
Roland H Gadreault
Warren F.  Hartz, Jr. ltemsfor the
Marvin Mendelson -
Fritz Neubauer M arch issue
LouisC Pugliese :
RobertF.  Stacey must be received by
Leigh Trowbridge
SaA. Wy 1 February 2003

started forward. | have not a memory of
the medics getting there to help him or
not. | have been sorry about this since but
quick decisions had to be made. Wish |
could remember more.

| would like to know if the man
who was first wounded is still living.
Thank you very much.
My addressis:

Lewis C. Hansen

E1438 Arbor Street

Waupaca, Wisconsin 54981

alicemay @voyager.net

JOSEPH C. MUZYKA

Lt Col USA (Ret)

Where, oh where, have the brave boys of
yesteryear gone?  Not many would
answer “Present” at roll call these days,
but they're all accounted for!

In September, 1940 President Roosevelt
signed the historic peacetime
draft into law. One month later, on 15
October, the 165th Infantry (Old
69th New York) was called into Federa
Service.  We departed the Armory
on the 24th and marched aong 23rd
Street to the ferry, to begin our
long, long trip to Fort McClellan, Ala
bama. Tears and goodbye kisses
were in evidence amost everywhere. |
had just been promoted to Private

(Continued on page 7)
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New Members
Welcome Aboard!

MICHAEL E.BATT
STEVE CELUCH
KENNETH P. ENSER
ANDREW C. FEGLEY
WILMORE FORNEY
PENNY HAND

PAUL A. HERNANDEZ
JOHN MICHAEL INSETTA
EDWARD C. LAKE, JR
DENNISMACVITTIE
GEOFFREY S. MILLIGAN
JOHN MOREY

BRADFORD D, NICKERSON, JR.

ERIC L NOBEL

MARVIN J. PAWLOWSKI, JR
DAVID A. PIWOWARSKI
LEONARD SCHOTTS
STEVE L. VERGAMINI

Gallivanter Fund
Our grateful thanks to the
following contributors:

$100.00 Joseph A. Olivera, Jr.
$35.00 WilliamW. Ellsworth
$30.00 Cleland D. RajsKi
$25.00 102 QM- Post 102
$25.00 Joseph S. Swierczek
$25.00 Herbert Friton
$15.00 Wilbur M. Freeburg
$15.00 ThomasJ. Cribbs
$15.00 Roland H. Gadreault
$15.00 Robert J. Grossman
$15.00 Robert E. Skoog
$15.00 Joseph E. Diamond
$15.00 Jason Hopkins
$10.00 SteveBehil

$10.00 Rosemary Simonitsch
$10.00 Robert Wartonick
$10.00 Genevieve Laiacona
$10.00 Fran Speziale
$10.00 Ralph Britton
$10.00 Norman Sakkestad
$10.00 Margery J. Thide
$10.00 Marge Tyarks
$10.00 Joseph J. Finamore
$10.00 HowardGarrison
$10.00 Glen A. Wynn
$10.00 FrancisE. Martin
$10.00 Edward Prusik
$10.00 Edward Faughnan
$10.00 David Wilkinson
$10.00 Clifford Hedden

$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$7.50
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00

$100.00

$50.00

$25.00

$25.00

$25.00

$25.00

$25.00

$25.00

$20.00

$15.00

$15.00

$15.00

$15.00

CharlesWolters
Arthur Slocum
Angelo P. Tirabasso
John D. Baker
Stanley E. Kaplan
Robert L. Wheeler
Peter Korba
Noble Kuecker
Matthew Gar bett
Marvin J. Guill
Marshall J. Nelson
Joseph Tessitore
Irwin E. Roland
CharlesF. Bender
L ouise Criscione

Memorial Fund

FRITZ NEUBAUER Tomy
G Co. fox hole buddies who fell
on Nafutan Pt with me. The
good die young, so | lived.
BENJAMIN H. HAZARD

In memory of Hoichi kubo,
DSC, Language Detachment,
G-2, Division Headquarters
WILLIAM W ELLSWORTH
In memory of the men of
Service Co, 106th Infantry
BETTY D. HOMBURGER
In memory of my husband,
CPT Albert H. Homburger,
27th Div and 11th Airborne
W.TAYLOR HUDSON

In memory of 2nd Pit A/T Co,
105th Inf

PETER E. NOONAN, JR.

In memory of Peter E. Noonan,
SGT, 105th Inf

JOHN L. SWANSON In
memory of Norbert Straugh,
KIA, Company C, 105th
Infantry

LOUISTURILLI In memory
of the deceased members of the
249th FA Bn.

CHESTER MARCINIEC

In memory of the men of Com
pany G, 105th Infantry & the
men of 27th Div Recon
ALLEN W.BUTTRICK

In memory of the men of H Co,
105th Inf

FRANK JACON In memory
of the men of the 105th infantry
MARVIN MENDEL SON

In memory of al in Co E, 105th
Infantry

MARGERY J. THIELE In

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

memory of the men of the 102d
Medical Battalion

HERBERT FRITON In mem
ory of Co A, 102d Engineers
RUTH C. FUTOMA In
memory on my husband, John
F. Futoma

MADELINE KLAMMER

In memory of the deceased
members of B Btry, 104th FA
FRANK KNAPIK In memory
of the men of Company M,
105th Infantry

GILBERT KOSIBA Inmem
ory of the men of Company G,
105th Infantry

FRANCISE. MARTIN

In memory of CPT Albert
Homburges, 105th Inf, 27th Div
MARSHALL J. NELSON In
memory of Michael A
McCleish, Company E, 106th
Infantry

ANGELO ROSSI In memory
of Co A, 105t Infantry

MARY SLUCK In memory of
William Sluck

HYMAN STECKLER In
honor of B Co, 106th Infantry
ROBERT STEFFERSON

In memory of Edward "Tweety"
Fabiszewski and my departed
buddies of B Co, 106th Infantry

Women’s Auxiliary

Memorials

Rehabilitation Fund

$25.00

$25.00

$25.00

$25.00

$20.00

$20.00

RETHA HENDRICKSON in
memory of Husband, Ralph
HENRIETTA KAISER in mem
ory of brother Leo VanDeWal,
Army Air Corps; Cornelius Cole
man, US Navy WWII; CPT M.
Delong

ELAINE F. SLOAN in memory
of George Rippa—2105th Inf

KIA — Saipan

FRAN SPEZIALE in memory of
husband Victor Speziale
GENEVIEVE DECKER in mem
ory of Husband, Norman; Barbara
& Augustine Pasquale
KATHLEEN KRUGER inmem
ory of Frank & Henry Kruger,
27th Members REST IN PEACE”

(Continued on page 6)
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. - . (Continued from page 5)
Submissionsto the Editor Women's Auxiliary
In an effort to reduce our costs for printing we' ve made the Galli- M emor ials
vanter a bit smaller. If you have submitted information that did Rehabilitation Fund
not get printed, we're very sorry. Space is very tight. We will do | $18.00 GENGENEVIEVE LAIACONA
our best to print it in the next issue. At the December 14th Board in memory of husband Sal
Meeting we will be discussing fund raising methods to help in- Laiacona and John Corcoran

crease our budget for publishing the Gallivanter. Life member- || $10.00 HELEN BEAUCHAMP inmem
ory of Husband, Norman

ships and securing large d_onatlons yv_lll be topics of discussion. As $10.00 ANN BENDER in memory of John
the money increases, so will our ability to print a larger. H Bender
publication. Thank Y ou—Gary $10.00 BERNIE HOMAN in memory of

Alfred Homan Deceased
Membersnip Renewal Forms s geaKosianscy inmemay
S of Paul Tuggle
o ———————— ] $10.00 MARGARET KRONE in mem
| 27TH DIVIISION ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHI P RENEWAL ory of James J. Krone
$10.00 ANNA LIPKA in memory of Hus

band, Edward

|

| Full Name___ : $10.00 KATE MALATINO in memory of

| , (First) (Middle) (Last) Husband, Orlando Malatino, Sr.

| Spouse’s Name $10.00 DOROTHY MONAHAN in mem
Address ory of Francis Monahan

(House Number and Street) (City) (Zone) (State) (Zip)
| Current Phone:
| E-Mail Address

$10.00 MARYANN WARTONICK in
memory of the deceased members
of the 27th Division

$10.00 MARY CAVALLARO in

Post No. or Check if member At Large
- T E— memory of her parents
| Unit Served : $10.00 MARY ROLANDELLI inmem
Date: From To Rank (Optional) ory of Mollie Graney Rolandelli

I Make remittance ($10.00) payable to: The 27th Division Association, Inc. $5.00 JOSEPHINEL.GILLIGAN in
memory of George T. Gilligan, Sr

SUGGESTION:  If you want to keep your Gallivanter intact — of Husband, Michael (Mike)
make a copy of this section and submit the copy Klevitch
$5.00 JOAN SORG in memory of John
[ i ——— — — —— — —— ——— Baker
| . , - I $5.00 AGNESTERRY inmemory of
| desire to become a member of the Women'’s Auxiliary of the Herman Goetz (Tibet Cadets)

27th Division Association Inc., and pay herewith $2.00 for | $500 LOUISE CRISCIONE in
one year member ship duesfor the year 2003. memory of her husband George

: — . . : $3.00 MADELINE DeL UCIA in mem
| submit the following information to be included with my ory of CO. I - 27th DIVISION

record: $3.00 DOROTHY DIMARCO in mem
Full Name ory of Mike Dimarco, Sr

(First) (Middle) (Last) $3.00 MIKE ZUCKERMAN in memory
Address of Anthony Uzimeckis

(House Number and Street) (City) (Zone) (State) (Zip) Women’s Auxili ary

|
|
|
|
|
|
: General Fund
|
|
|
|
|
|

My son, husband, brother, father served in World War 1-11
Battalion
ith Company, Battery or Troop
Make remittance ($2.00) payable to:
Women'’s Auxiliary The 27th Division Association, Inc.
Sendto: Attn: Esther Gardner Sec/Treas,
126 Sergeant Street, Johnson City, NY 13790-1922

$50.00 Gregory O. Gallup
$25.00 Bette Gorman
$20.00 Juanita P. Williams
$18.00 ElaineF. Sloan
$10.00 IreneBielefeld
$10.00 Helen C. Martin
$10.00 Osvalda Turilli
$3.00 SantaT.Franze

=
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Mail Bag Taps
(Continued from page 4) Kingston VFW helped out considerably WILLIAM F. LANGTON - St

First Class and hastily sewed the stripe on
my sleeve to impress my father who ex-
pressed his goodbyes to me on Lexington
avenue as we departed through the mas-
sive doors of the Armory. By mid-1941,
citizen-soldiers where counting the days
until their 12-month “enrollment” ex-
pired. Many voices could be heard call-
ing O.H.I.O (Over the Hill in Octo-
ber)! There were many smiles at Reveille
when the Regimental Band thundered out
with “Beautiful Ohio”.

Most of us were up and awake
on that infamous day December 7, prepar-
ing for Church services when we heard
the news. No one could foresee the extent
of the coming conflict - but we soon
learned! Teen age boys and girls grew up
fast in the war effort; in the Armed
Forces, in factories, in shipyards, and in

offices. The Regiment soon
moved to Fort Ord, Cdifornia, for even-
tual  shipment to the war zone

Training continued, cadres departed,
changes occurred, promotions and
transfers became routine. Former mem-
bers of the Regiment were serving
in many corners of the globe. Their foot-
prints, sweat, blood and tears
hallowed the shifting sands, the icy moun-
tains, the steaming jungles, and the surg-
ing oceans, where they struggled, fought
and anguished—some died!

It was so long ago yet my memo-
ries of our camaraderie bring back each
excruciating detail of those years and of
those “boys’. Bless‘em all.

KATIE MALATINO- Clearwater
FL—Kate writes that she recently has
moved to Clearwater and is very inter-
ested in meeting some of the 27th Divi-
sion folks there. Her address is 2453
Kingfisher Lane #101G, Clearwater, FL
33762. PH: 727-571-1453. If anyone
would like to chat with avery good friend
of the Division Association, please drop
her aline.

MICHAEL ZUCKERMAN- 102d QM
post 102, He writes— Our memorial cere-
mony at our Annual Reunion was a great
success due in large part to BG David Wil-
kinson serving as our guest speaker. The
Nevele Guests attended en masse and we
had to run out to get more seats. The

with a color-guard, bugler and firing
squad. | look forward to working with
everyone at next year's reunion. The
102nd will be well represented. Thank
You- Mike

CORRECTION:

EDWARD JODLOWSKI|—He writes to
clarify his article in the September issue— |
wrote that | visited an American Cemetery
in Kemmel while | was in France. Kem-
mel isin Belgium and it is a Memorial to
the 27th Division. The cemetery | visited
in France was the Oise Aisne Cemetery
near the Hindenburg Line. My apologies, |
wish to set the record straight. Yours in
the 27th, Ed

NICK REGILLO- Mannington, WV—
Wrote some time ago about Joe Meighan's
article Appleknocker’s—Mike3, last De-
cember. Joe stated the 105th left California
on the Lusitania. He probably was just
wasn’t thinking. That ship was sunk by the
Germans around World War |. | am sure
he will agree that we traveled on the Aqui-
tania, which was a converted German Lux-
ury Liner. It was beautiful inside and re-
sembled a floating hotel. No doubt, others
who read the article noticed the mistake. |
do recall we had to leave the ship and
board the Republic which was smaller and
able to dock at Hilo. Just to think that was
nearly fifty-eight years ago. There are so
many memories... Saipan and Okinawa.

- Nick

NEW YORK'’sMILITARY MUSEUM
The New York State Military Museum and
Veterans Research Center in Saratoga, NY,
was officially dedicated by NY S Governor
George E, Pataki on Octaober 16th, 2002.
There was a very large turnout of over 400
people, Many of them were members of
the 27th Division Association. A strong
showing from the Baker O'Brien Post in
Troy, Post 11 in Binghamton, and Posts 56
and 16 from Utica and Amsterdam.
Michael Aikey is the Director and
is doing a wonderful job. The museum
showecased the 27th Division “New York's
Division” in World War Two. The mu-
seum'’s collection includes more than 1500
battle flags ranging from the War of 1812
to the Persian Gulf War. It also serves a
research center for anyone to study NY’s

Augustine- William Francis Langton, 85,
of St. Augustine, died peacefully at Graf-
ton House on June 22 after a long battle
with prostate cancer.

He was an Army veteran of World War
I1, serving as staff sergeant and message
center chief for the 105th Infantry of the
27th Division of New York. He saw ac-
tion in Okinawa, Saipan, Makin, Majuro
and Eniwetok and received numerous
medals including a unit Bronze Star and
distinguished unit citation. He was a re-
cent member of St. Augustine American
Legion Post 37 and a long-time member
of New York Post 1 and the 27th Division
Association, and was a member of the
27th Divison NY Nationa Guard when
WW I1 began.

Bill (or Red to his Army buddies), was
known for his quick Irish wit, his kind
heart and his love for his family. He is
survived by his wife of 51 years, Mary
Delano Langton; his daughter, Dawn
Langton; son-in-law, Dale DiLeo and
granddaughter, Letty Langton DilLeo, al
of St. Augustine; a sister, Catheryn
Gottschalk of Currituck, NC; numerous
nieces and nephews, and his caring
friends at Grafton House and Hospice.

CLINTON BORDERS - Thomson,
Geor gia— Clinton Borders passed away on
July 4th. 2002. Clint was a member of the
249th Field Artillery of the 27th Division
and served with them on Okinawa. He at-
tended many "Western Section” of the Ar-
tillery reunions. He is survived by hiswife
and a daughter.

JOSEPH CASTAGNOZZ|—Jefferson
Bronx, NY—Joseph Castagnozzi passed
away on December 1, 2001.
"REGULAR ARMY JOE" Joseph was
born on January 6, 1917 in the Hell's
Kitchen section of NYC, to Luciaand An-
tonio Castagnozzi the third of five chil-
dren. Joseph enlisted into military service
in 1938, to avoid the unemployment situa-
tion of the period, where he was stationed
throughout the South including Alabama
and Louisiana. After Pearl Harbor he was
stationed in the South Pacific until the end
of his military service. During his term at
Schofield barracks, he attended their pres-

tigious Ranger School. In peacetime he
(Continued on page 8)
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re-enlisted into the Army Reserve, and
served until 1962.  He retired from the
NYC Transit Authority in 1973 from the
Power Distribution Department of the
IRT, and successfully ran "Joe's Jumbo
Franks' in City Island for a number of
years. His wife of 52 years Edith, a Nurse
that he met at the Bronx County VA Hos-
pital pre-deceased him in 1999. In addi-
tion to his daughter Christina Ann , he is
survived by his brother Otto, nieces and
nephews, and a multitude of friends. Bur-
ia was at the Redwood Cemetery, in Jef-
ferson County N.Y.

STEPHEN BEHIL— Endwell, NY-
Stephen J. Behil, 84, of Endwell, went to
be with the Lord. on Friday, November
15, 2002, at Wilson Memorial Hospital.
He is survived by his beloved wife of 57
years. Genevieve (Jane Kozlowski) Behil
He served his country from 1940 to 1945
in the US Army 27th Division (Artillery)
as a Forward Observer and was a National
Secretary of the 27th Division. He partici-
pated in the battles of Saipan and Oki-
nawa. As a result of his meritorious ac-
tions, he was awarded the Bronze Star.
After the service he was employed by En-
dicott Johnson Shoe Corp. for eight years
and later IBM Corp., retiring in 1983 after
30 years of service.

EDWARD WOJCICKI- Edward Wo-
jcicki, 82, passed away leaving behind a

Taps
wife and one son. Edward served in the

27th Division with Company G, 105th
Infantry.

ROY S. LAZIO- Roy Lazio, passed
away last June of 2002. Roy was a mem-
ber of Company H, 165th Infantry Regi-
ment. He served in Hawaii, Makin, Sai-
pan, and Okinawa in the Pacific Theater
during WWII.

He is survived by his wife, Grace, two
sisters, three brothers and several nieces
and nephews.

ALBERT H. HOMBURGER-New
Smyrna Beach, FL- Albert Homburger
passed away on January 22, 2002. Born
on February 16th, 1920, he retired from
service as a Captain in 1970, after serving
for 31 years in the 27th Division and 11th
Airborne.

HOWARD GIFFORD- Vero Beach,
FL - Howard Gifford passed away on De-
cember 11, 2001. He served in the 27th
as a S/Sgt in the 105th Infantry. Origi-
nally from Rochester, NY, Howard fought
in WWII for 4 1/2 years. He fought in Sai-
pan and Okinawa. He leaves behind his
loving wife, Margaret.

JACK W. HANBY -Troy — Jack W.
Hanby, 85, passed away at St. Mary’s
Hospital, Troy. Born in Troy, he the hus-
band for 56 years of Alice Snyder Hanby.
He was an Army veteran of World War |1,

enlisting in the 105th Infantry, 27th Divi-
sion and spent 5 years in the Pacific Thea-
tre of operations, where he was wounded
in Okinawa and received the Purple Heart.

ADAM F. WEASACK -Speigletown-
Adam"“Ed” F. Weasack, 86, of Perry Rd.,
beloved husband of Ruth N. Alexander,
died Friday, July 12, 2002 at his resi-
dence.

He was a World War 1l Army veteran
serving from 1940-1945 and received the
Good Conduct Medal, the American De-
fense Service Meda and the Asiatic-
Pacific Service Medal. It was 58 years
later to the day, on this past Sunday, July
7, 2002, Mr. Weasack who served in the
NY National Guard 105th Regiment of
the Army’s 27th Infantry Division, was
awarded his medals. He had been a com-
munications sergeant in Saipan and a fore-
word observer for 81 mortars in Okinawa.
He was a member of the Tibbits Cadets,
the American Legion, aformer member of
the Speigletown Volunteer Fire Dept., and
was a communicant of St. Bonaventure's
Church.

JOSEPH LINEHAN—OIlean, NY - Joe
Linehan, 84, passed away on July 23,
2002 after a short illness resulting from an
accident last December. Joe was a mem-
ber of the 106th FA Veterans Association
in Buffalo, NY. He is survived by many
nieces and nephews, including LTC Sean
P. Linehan, USA, Field Artillery.

DECEMBER 2002



