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FORT DRUM -- Soldiers of Ist Battalion, 258th Field Artillery,
New York Army National Guard, launched rounds downrange
here with 16 new M119A2 howitzers here during a live fire ex- |

ercise September 16-19. The event marked the unit’s owner- |
ship of the newly assigned
howitzers after five years of
borrowing tubes from other
artillery units in order to
train.

The battalion reorganized
as a towed artillery battal-
ion in 2005 to support an
infantry brigade. Prior to
that, the 1-258th was
equipped with M109 self-
propelled howitzers and
supported an armored bri-
gade.

More than 250 of the units
Soldiers deployed to Iraq in 2004, serving in a military police

capacity.

Following the unit reorganization, the battalion borrowed M102
howitzers of Vietnam War vintage when they went to the field.

“Every time we fired. we had to borrow cannons from another

unit,” said Command Sgt. Major Christopher Parker, the battal-
ion Command Sgt. Major. “The Soldiers love the new
guns...These men are artillerymen and they love to shoot and it
is important to them to have their own equipment and not have
to rely on another unit.”

The new tubes were chris-

tened by Lt. Col. Michael
Hoblin, the battalion com-
mander, just after success-
fully sending the first round
down range.

“The transition to the new
guns went very well,” Hob-
lin said. “The battalion’s
ability to become certified
after such a long period of
time without having guns is
really a testament to the
NCO leadership and to the

firing batteries.”

The battalion traveled to Michigan and Florida earlier this year
to certify gun crews on the new M119 howitzers. They were
trained by instructors from Fort Sill, Oklahoma prior to receiv-
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